Published simultaneously with the Symposium, this book consists of the written papers of 18 contributors. The main attention is given to five aspects of the subject, namely, the ability of microbes to enter the host by surviving on and penetrating mucous membranes, their ability to grow within the host, their ability to counteract host defence mechanisms, and the reasons for host and tissue specificity.
The tone is set by the first chapter, that after reminding the reader that in many countries public health measures, unaided by sophisticated biochemical research, have controlled the worst effects of bacterial disease, goes on to draw attention to the difficulties of investigating the determinants of pathogenicity, and to point out how much there is still to discover. The subsequent chapters give a detailed and up-to-date account of the large amount of work going on in this field, and will be welcomed not only for their content but as a valuable source of references. This is one of the best books tary clinical chemistry that The preface states: 'It is writt who learn best if they unde they are learning'; the autho their best to set out explana facts when these are known an would feel that to understanc learning this is essential. attempt is made to be exhaus has compelled the authors tc in the material they have put people will ever agree on wha omitted but your reviewer v hard to fault the selections ma the book is cheap by moderr standards. It can be wh recommended for medical s for junior medical staff and many of their seniors will find parts which are both helpful and profitable for them. 
